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Price Formation Mechanism of Pen-Shell, Atrina pectinata
Harvested along the Saga Area of Ariake Sound

Shigeyuki Oumoto*!, Atsushi Kayira*!'¢, Hitoshi OnkuMA,
Itsuro Kawanara, Shiro Ito, and Masayuki Imar*?

This paper describes the price formation mechanism of pen shell, Atrina pectinata harvested along
the Saga area of Ariake sound. Price formation mechanism was analyzed on the landing records
collected in Ooura Fishermen’s Cooperative. First, we assumed that the most important factor
determining price of pen shell is the grade classified as three types of size (small, middle, large) and
the amount of the landing. We analyzed the relation between the grade, landing amount and price for
each fishing season. Next, paying attention to the purchasing situation of pen shell by the traders, we
examined the competitive form of market (perfect market, oligopolistic market, or monopolistic
market) in the Cooperative. The average prices of pen shell differed with the grades (small, middle,
and large were 1,718-3,559yen/kg, 2,105-4,968yen/kg, 3,501-6,689yen/kg respectively). The average
prices of each grade also fell as the landing amount increased, but became constant when the landing
reached a certain level. This is caused by the factor that the competitive form of market in the
Cooperative was an oligopolistic market controlled by a small number of the traders. Therefore, for

the purpose of raising the price of pen shell, it is necessary to change the competitive form of market
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in the Cooperative from oligopolistic market into perfect market.
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